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Flying high for the ‘big one’ 


By Sandi Hansen 
SPECIAL TO THE INDEX-TRIBUNE 


Not if, but when, Sonoma Valley experiences a serious earthquake or other catastrophe, first 


responders will play a critical role in managing the disaster. 


Darrel Jones- Sshvpaik Aipsori speci to the Index-tribune MIKE MILLER, right, radio 
operator/observer and pilot Frank Russo, left, lift off at Sonoma Skypark Airport in Russo’s 
1945 Piper J-3 Cub during “The Great California Shake-out” drill. 


Sonoma Skypark Airport's experienced pilots 
will take to the air, each plane with an 
observer, to survey and report damages on 
water tanks, roads and bridges. This vital data 
will be relayed via disaster response volunteers 
such as Sonoma Valley Auxiliary 
Communications Service amateur radio 
operators and Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club members ( VOMARC) stationed at 
the Skypark on Eighth Street East and in the 
city’s Emergency Operations Center ( EOC) at 
the Sonoma Police Department. 


From there information would go to police, fire 
and rescue, PG& E, public works and water 
agencies and the local hospital. Skypark would 
be a pivotal site for evacuation of the injured 
and transporting food, water and medical 
supplies to and from the airport. 


Darrel Jones, Sonoma Skypark pilot and board 
member, said “We've had previous drills and 
talked about being the center of operations for 
aircraft response; the CHP, sheriff and Civil Air 
Patrol all could land here to stage and refuel ... 
We have a lot of aircrafts that could be used for 


airlifting in relief supplies and evacuation of 
victims.” 


On Thursday, Oct. 20, the City of Sonoma and 
the Sonoma Disaster Council staged a 
simulated earthquake exercise in conjunction 
with the California statewide “Great Shake- 
Out” to raise community awareness of disaster 
preparedness. 


At about 10: 20 a.m. the “quake” struck 
Sonoma Valley. Within a short time, pilots 
arrived at Skypark as did VOMARC radio 
operators and a retired U.S. Coast Guard flight 
surgeon. 


The EOC, a special room in the Sonoma Police 
Department, filled up quickly with police, fire 
and rescue personnel, city department heads, 
Auxiliary Communications Service volunteers 
and representatives from Sonoma County 
Office of Emergency Services. Everyone knew 
what their role was. 


Back at the airport there was an unexpected 
setback — fog. 


“Federal Aviation Administration rules require a 
1,000-foot ceiling and three miles visibility in 
controlled airspace, or that they be clear of 
clouds in uncontrolled airspace before planes 
can launch,” said Jones. Their part of the 
mission was on hold. 


In the meantime, 10 community groups and 
three public and private schools that had 
signed up to take part in the drill, called the 
EOC to report their status that included 
“number of injuries and damage to structures.” 
They had all practiced “duck and cover” 
maneuvers. 


Participating in the call-in were the Sonoma 
Valley Unified School District, the Sonoma 
Community Center, Vintage House, Sonoma 
Valley Visitors Bureau, Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Chanterelle and 
Creekside homeowners associations, Pueblo 
Serena and Adele Harrison and Sonoma 
Charter schools. 


At the Skypark, once the fog lifted just after 
noon, pilot Frank Russo and observer/amateur 
radio operator Mike Miller were able to take off 
in Russo’s Piper Cub and complete an aerial 
survey of three Valley water tanks — near the 


Gen. Vallejo home, and tanks on Norrbom 
Road and at the end of East Napa Street. 
Observing, photographing and relaying 
information at all locations took approximately 
nine minutes. 


In the event of a real disaster, airborne radio 
operators would transmit damage reports 
directly to the EOC that would immediately be 
dispatched to appropriate personnel. 


As veteran Skypark pilot/flight instructor Andy 
Smith put it, “l always leave my airplane fuel 
tank full, just in case of an emergency | can get 
up quickly even if power goes out at the gas 
pump.” 

Skypark Airport is a privately owned, publicuse 
airport providing aviation services for Sonoma 
City and Valley at no public expense. 


To learn more about their services, visit the 
website at www.sonomaskypark.com. 


FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


This month's meeting will be at McDougal Hall. 


ACS participated in the, "Great Shakeout" 
earthquake drill last month. The event was 
well reported by Sonoma IT reporter, Sandi 
Hansen. 


Thanks to Darrel for getting us somewhat 
organized and his interest in the Sonoma 
Skypark as a valuable asset during an 
emergency. Also, thanks to all who 
participated. 


The topic for the meeting will be a joint meeting 
with ACS. There are some very important 
issues that need to be discussed. Even though 
you may not be a member of ACS, | encourage 
you to attend. Emergencies effect all of us. 


Items on the agenda include, election of next 
year's officers, further purchases for the club 
radio and signing up for net assignments for 
2012. 


A reminder that the end of the year means that 
club dues are due. 


Don't forget that our Christmas at Mary's Pizza 
Shack is on the 14th of Dec. 


Propagation on the HF bands is just about as 
good as it can get. | may finally get a QSL 
from 9K2GS in Kuwait. 


Another reminder is the club breakfast on the 
first Saturday of the month at Palms Grill at 
9:30 am. 


One other item is the club operation on "The 
Young Eagles Day" on the second Sunday of 
every month at Sonoma Skypark. 


That's about it for this month. Remember, to 
get your radio turned and talk to somebody. 


See you at the meeting. 
—73 Jim KEUUW 


Meeting Minutes for October 19 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm. 


Attending; Jim, KEUUW, Mike, WB6TMH, Stan, 
NJ6E, Frank, KG6N, Gordon, KJ6Pdd, Marty, 
KI6RTP, Declan, KA2ZQQO, Andrew, KE6 HID, 
Dick, KF6FZM, Scott, KJ6QIQ, San, N7PIB, 
Eileen, KG“QNT, and Alan, K6KLL. 


ACS. Great Shake Out starts at 10/20/2011 at 
10:15 am. 


Call out at 9:00am. Operators for net EOC, 
Sonoma Skypark Airport, fire stations, hospital 
and Red Cross. 


OLD BUSINESS Christmas party is on Wed, 
Dec 7th at Mary’s Pizza in Boyes Springs. 


Dave, KD6FIL, Jim, KBUUW and Andrew, 
KE6HID participated in the Gran Fondo Race 
from Sonoma coast to Santa Rosa. 7500 
cyclists and 50 hams. 


All enjoyed the picnic and Ken, N6KM’s house. 


Young Eagles on Oct. 11. Used the club’s new 
Yaesu FT-950. 


NEW BUSINESS Buy Pelican case for the new 
radio. Alan with motion, Andrew 2nd, Motion 
passed. 

Officer nominations 


Pres Jim H. 
VP Ed J. 


Pacificon wrap-up. Jim, Dave, Ed, Stan, 
Darrel attended. 


PROGRAM 


Travel Plus for Repeaters Software demo by 
Jim, KEUUW. 


Info for cross-country travel. Repeater info 
selectable by route and downloaded to 
computer via serial data link. 


Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm. 
—DARREL, WD6BOR acting secretary 


CONTEST CALENDER 


ICOM, the prime plaque sponsor for ARRL 
Sweepstakes - is also sponsoring a different 
sort of contest this coming weekend. The first 
D-STAR QSO Party will run from Nov 11 
through the 13th and emphasizes the 
worldwide connections afforded to handheld 
users anywhere within range of a D-STAR 
repeater. 


ARRL November Sweepstakes--Phone, from 
Nov 19, 2100Z to Nov 21, 0300Z. Bands 
(MHz): 1.8-28. Exchange: Serial, category, call, 
check, ARRL sec. Logs due: Dec 6. 


99-year-old Ham radio 


operator still tuned in 
By HEATHER A. RESZ 
Frontiersman 


Published on Saturday, October 29, 2011 
11:44 PM AKDT 


WASILLA — When Arlene “Buddy” Clay says 
she spends every night on the “net,” she 
doesn’t mean the Internet. She was 32 and 
World War II was raging when she came to 
Alaska in 1944 with her husband, Earl, to work 
with the Civil Aeronautics Administration in 
Nome. 


After serving their two-year commitment, the 
two moved to a new post at Aniak where they 
served another two-year term with the CAA, a 
predecessor to the Federal Aviation 
Administration. But the young couple liked 
living with in the Yup’ik village along the shores 
of the Kuskokwim River and stayed for a third 
year, she said. 


The Clays retired from the CAA, but had grown 
to love the land, the food and the people in 
Aniak. “We liked Aniak and decided to stay for 
a while, not realizing we’d stay forever,” Clay 
said Saturday at the Mat-Su Public Safety 
Building in Wasilla. She lived in the cabin they 
built three miles from Aniak overlooking the 
Kuskokwim River for 67 years — before health 
issues forced her to move into the Primrose 
Retirement Community in January. 


Now 99, Buddy — as her friends know her — 
is the only Ham radio operator at the Wasilla 
retirement community. “That’s the reason | 
decided to come to Primrose, because they let 
me have my radio with me,” she said.Earl had 
a Ham radio license when the couple moved to 
Alaska. On the East Coast he was W1NOP. In 
Alaska, he was known as KL7EM and Buddy 
has been KL7OT since she earned her license 
in 1948. “There aren't very many two-letter 
calls left,” she said. 


Earl and Arlene Clay came to Alaska after 
reading an ad in QST — a monthly magazine 
dedicated to amateur radio — that the CAA 
was looking for husband-and-wife teams to join 
the Civil Aeronautics Administration. At first 
they were aircraft controls in Nome and later in 
Aniak. We applied for the job and were 
accepted,” she said. “Next we went to Boeing 
Field in Seattle for six months of training. "And 
since the couple arrived in Alaska in 1944, 
Arlene has never left the state. “I had no 
reason to go back home, so | just stayed in 
Alaska,” she said. 


When they arrived in Aniak, there were around 
150 Yup’ik people and 15 white people there, 
she said. Now the village has about 500 
people.In those days, the only phone was at 
the airport office and the CAA owned the only 
truck, she said. “It was Ham radio or nothing,” 
she said of communication options in her early 
days in Aniak. 


The Contesting Wiki... 


...continues to grow and contains a wide 
source of hints, tips, kinks, and narrative. This 
is a great resource for those learning about 
radiosport. For those more experienced in the 
ways and means of contesting, consider 


lending some of your expertise to the site, as 
well! (Thanks, Hans KOHB) There is a nice link 
in the above URL on calculating wind loading 
on antennas. 


—Jim K6BUUW 


THE NEW ASCENDANCE OF 
AMATEUR RADIO 


In the three decades following World War Il, 
amateur radio went through a major growth 
period, spurred by several factors, including 
large numbers of communications-trained 
military personnel who served in the war and 
later turned their training into a hobby, the 
growth of the suburbs where hams could put 
up at least modest antennas, and the generally 
good post-war economy. Plus, it was ‘cool’ to 
be able talk across the country and around the 
world for free at a time when long-distance 
phone calls were expensive and required the 
help of an operator. 


In 1964, ham radio scored big points for public 
service during the massive Alaska earthquake 
that knocked out all commercial 
communications and even military 
communications with the ‘lower 48’. Off the- 
shelf equipment from companies like Viking, 
Heathkit, CollinsHalicrafters, Hammerlund and 
others made getting on the air easy and within 
the budgets of people of ordinary means. 
Young folks like me and many members of our 
club were attracted to ham radio and got our 
licenses while we were still teenagers. Famous 
people were hams, like Arthur Godfrey, Walter 
Cronkite, Senator Barry Goldwater, General 
Curtis LeMay, Marlon Brando, and even 
“Peggy Sue”, the object of Buddy Holly’s hit 
song became a licensed ham! 


All of that began to change when cell phones, 
inexpensive long-distance phone rates and the 
Internet became ubiquitous. Men had walked 
on the moon, people had computers on their 
desks and satellites could be accessed directly 
from users’ homes for TV broadcasts. Our 
ability to send signals to distant places lost its 
luster. Been there, done that. As the ‘old- 
timers’ from the early days began to pass on, 
ham radio’s numbers began to dwindle. It 
looked like our hobby, which had been so 


vibrant just a few decades earlier was headed 
for the great dust-bin of history. 


Now the good news! Since the FCC removed 
the code requirements, there are signs that 
ham radio is making a come-back and we're 
seeing more evidence of this every day. | was 
struck by this two weeks ago when Leo 
Laporte dedicated his entire Sunday program 
on KGO, which was broadcast from the 
Pacificon convention in Santa Clara, to 
amateur radio. Bob Heil’s Ham Nation podcast 
on TWiT TV has been attracting large 
audiences and has moved hundreds of viewers 
to start studying for their exams. On the public 
service side, hams have been active and 
visible in major emergencies such as hurricane 
Katrina and many that have occurred since 
then. On the tech side, the Internet has 
become so common-place that those who like 
the cutting edge are beginning to find it boring, 
are looking to new horizons to explore and 
rediscovering the excitement of throwing an 
electromagnetic 


wave into the air and finding the exotic places 
where it lands. The ARRL has redoubled its 
efforts to reach young potential hams with its 
fine educational programs being offered to 
schools around the nation. 


This phenomenon is not only happening in the 
USA, but around the world as well. recently 
introduced a new basic ham radio license 
program and in the past couple of years an 
astounding 250,000 Thais have become hams. 
Many of our top DXpeditioners are leaving 
some of their equipment behind in the rare 
places they visit so that local populations can 
build an interest in ham radio and get on the 
air. 


—From REDEXA Nov. newsletter, Ron Castro, 
N6IE 


CALIFORNIA HAM KILLED IN 
SHOOTING SPREE 


A gunman, apparently enraged over a custody 
dispute with his ex-wife, walked into a hair 
salon in Seal Beach, California on October 12. 
Scott Evans Dekraai allegedly opened fire in 
the salon, killing eight people, including his ex- 


wife. David Caouette, N6DAC -- who was 
waiting outside the salon in his car -- was killed 
in the rampage. He was 64. Ed Testa, KIGOUV, 
a longtime friend of Caouette's, told The 
Orange County Register that Caouette "was in 
the wrong place at the wrong time and had no 
way to defend himself. 


We are just in disbelief that he could have 
been involved in this tragedy." Testa said that 
he had heard that Caouette was visiting one of 
the restaurants next to the salon where the 
shooting occurred. 


(From ARRL newsletter) 


k=" 


We Get E-Mail 
Hi Eileen! 


TNX for the latest edition of the Wireless. Just 
a note about the report on the HF bands being 
open right now. Here on the islands, we don't 
have any local commercial electrical 
generating capabilities. So, if someone 
"unplugs the extension cord" on the mainland, 
we go dark. 


A few weeks back, there was a planned power 
outage so they could do some work on the 
mainland side of our supply cable. So, for 
about 12 hours, the entire County was 

dark. The background noise on HF dropped to 
near S-0! We all had a great time working all 
kinds of stations that normally wouldn't even be 
heard. (By the way, it was a great emergency 
drill as well, since we all needed to work on 
some form of alternate power.) 


And, when | say "we" | mean it. I live ina 
community with a homeowners' association 
that ENCOURAGES residents to get licensed 
and start an antenna farm! Combine that with 
being surrounded by salt water and having a 
near 360-degree view of the horizon, this is DX 
Heaven! Plus, in the FM world, we can "see" 
machines from a number of high-level sites in 
the Olympics, Cascades and VE7 land. Great 
fun! 


If anyone in VOMARC is interested in seeing 
what we're up to here on our little rocks in the 
Salish Sea, they can go to 


http://sicars.wordpress.com/ and get the entire 
scoop from our club, N7JN. 


73 to everyone in the Sonoma Valley! 
—Steve KD6KVY/7 


2011 ACS 
Net Control Assignments 


Name Call 
JANUARY EILEEN KG6QNT 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH 
APRIL MARTY KIGRTP 
MAY 
JUNE GEORGE K6ITE 
JULY CRAIG KF6QZP 
AUGUST KEN N6KM 
SEPTEMBER SAM W5LTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WD6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


2011 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments 


Name Call 
JANUARY ED WIEJ 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH JOAN W6WXU 
APRIL DAVE KG6FIL 
MAY 
JUNE 
JULY 
AUGUST N6KM 
SEPTEMBER W5LTP 
OCTOBER KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER WB6TMH 
DECEMBER WD6BOR 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 15 EDITION 10 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEJUW — President, Training Officer 
Ed Jacobson W1EJ — Vice-President, 

Dave Dammuller KD6FIL — Secretary 

Desmond Kelly, KI6EDPZ — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 

Joel Nadler, NN6J — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the Sonoma Fire 
Station on 2" St West. Meetings start at 19:30 local 
(7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


°/o Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


Valley of the Moon ARC 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


THE NEXT MEETING IS WED, NOVEMBER 16, 2011 at the McDougal Hall, in Eldridge at 7:30 
PM 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2011 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to Desmond KI6DZP, 416 Claudia Dr, Sonoma, CA 95476, or brought to the next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


